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Road Safety Teaching Procedure
Rationale
Culcairn Public School is situated in a rural town, close to the Olympic Way.  The school has approximately 124 pupils, with students travelling by private vehicle, bus, walking or riding bikes to school.

Aim

To develop an understanding of the need for individuals to be accountable for their behaviour in respect to road safety.

Student Outcomes

Road Safety Education is the teaching and learning process which leads students to behave in safe, responsible ways on the road as passengers, pedestrians and cyclists.

Students will develop:

· knowledge and understanding of road use and road environments

· skills for road use in varying traffic conditions

· responsible attitudes, values and road use behaviours.

The teaching and learning programs will support the Department of Education Safety Policy Statement, K-12.

Implementation

Road Safety Education at Culcairn Public School is delivered as a whole school approach, K-6, through planned and incidental teaching and learning activities, as well as through special focus activities.  The program includes passenger (including bus passenger), pedestrian and bicycle education.

Road Safety Education is provided through planned teaching and learning activities which:

· are within the PD/H/PE KLA and integrated with other KLAs

· address specific school based road safety issues and student welfare concerns

· reflect current road safety information and research

· provide students with learning experiences in the traffic environment

· informs caregivers of key road safety issues

· reinforces correct road safety behaviours by students

· respond to special incidents as they occur

School Management Practices

The school will establish and maintain management practices which support and develop appropriate road safety behaviours by:

· encouraging parents/caregivers to park their vehicles safely outside the school and observe parking and driving conventions

· ensuring that parents/caregivers who provide transport for school activities hold a current drivers licence, the car is registered and insured and that all students wear a seatbelt

· using appropriate outside agencies such as the Police, DOE Consultant, Roads and Traffic Authority etc. who may be invited into the school to assist and enhance road safety education through school and combined activity days

· providing opportunities for students to demonstrate learning in real environments and situations through excursions

· not allowing students to leave the school grounds until directed by a teacher

Passenger Safety

Balfour Street should be used by parents for setting down and picking up students.

Students will:

· always wear a seat belt when travelling in a private vehicle

· enter or leave the vehicle through the kerb side door 

· behave in a manner which does not disturb the driver

Bus Safety

Culcairn Public School is serviced by four different bus companies.  We share buses with students from the local high school and independent schools. Our school supports the Bus Code of Conduct as outlined on the bus application form. Our local bus drivers reinforce bus passenger safety.

Bicycle Safety

When riding bikes, students will know that:

· students under the age of ten should not ride their bikes to school (there are physical and visual skills needed to ride a bicycle safely)

· all bike riders must wear helmets (Memo to Principals 91/128.080)

· no students are to ride their bikes in the school grounds

· students place their bikes in the designated area

Pedestrian Safety

When walking in traffic areas, students will know that:

· they must walk on the footpaths where available

· when no footpath is available, students should walk on the grass verge and not on the road proper, have a clear view of any oncoming traffic and be clearly visible.

· pedestrian crossings should always be used, as they provide the safest means of crossing a roadway

· students are escorted and supervised when walking to local sporting venues

Community Support

Community members are encouraged to support road safety behaviours by:

· modelling safe road user behaviours

· collecting children on the school side of the road

· ensuring children use helmets and seatbelts

· having their children exit and enter the vehicle via the kerb side door

· discouraging the use of roads as play areas

· reinforcing the road safety messages delivered at school

Evaluation
The following procedures will be used at Culcairn Public School to assess and evaluate the effectiveness of the road safety education policy and procedures by:

· regular monitoring of bus and car passenger behaviour

· regular monitoring of pedestrian behaviour

· conducting bike safety checks & observing bike riding behaviour
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