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BULLYING

Bullying at Culcairn Public School is not tolerated and will be dealt with seriously.  Bullying devalues, isolates and frightens.  It affects an individual’s ability to achieve and has long term effects on those engaging in bullying behaviour, those who are the subjects of bullying behaviour and the onlookers or bystanders.

Bullying can be defined as; intentional, repeated behaviour by an individual or group of individuals that causes distress, hurt or un-due pressure.  It involves the abuse of power in relationships.  Bullying can involve all forms of harassment (including sex, race, disability-including anaphylaxis and complex medical conditions, homosexuality or transgender), humiliation, domination, intimidation and victimization of others.

Bullying behaviour can be:

· Verbal eg name calling, teasing, abuse, put-downs, sarcasm, insults, threats

· Physical eg hitting, punching, kicking, scratching, tripping, spitting

· Social eg ignoring, excluding, ostracising, alienating, making inappropriate gestures

· Psychological eg spreading rumours, dirty looks, hiding or damaging possessions, malicious SMS and email messages, inappropriate use of camera phones.

Students who are bullied may:

· Feel frightened, unsafe, embarrassed or angry

· Suffer from low self esteem

· Be worried about coming to school

· Be away from school a lot

· Suffer depression

· Have feelings of isolation or loneliness

· Start to achieve poorly academically

· Feel confused and not know what to do about the problem.

Bullying occurs everywhere in our society.  Everyone in our school community and the wider community has the responsibility to work together to address bullying to ensure students are safe at school, free from the fear of bullying, harassment, intimidation and victimisation.  Any person who bullies another is denying them that right.  Our school rules reflect an environment where all persons have the right to be treated with respect and fairness.

How to Report Bullying

Students and parents need to report all incidents of bullying that occur at school.  Students must feel confident that they will be supported.

Reports can occur in a number of ways:

· Parents should inform the school

· Students should speak to school staff or the Principal

· School staff will report all incidents to the Principal

Recording all Incidents

All incidences of bullying at Culcairn Public School will be recorded by the class teacher and/or the teacher on playground duty using an Incident form or Reporting slip.  All forms are given to the Principal, filed and if necessary will be followed up.  (The class teacher and/or teacher on duty will deal with the issue in the first instance.)

What happens?

Teachers at our school will always:

· Listen to reports of bullying

· Protect the bullied child

· Act on these reports, record the incident and inform the Principal.
· Maintain a Bullying Register
The staff member and/or Principal will assure the bullied student that the incident will be dealt with, the bullies will be individually spoken to first and the bullied student spoken to last.

Consequences
· 1st consequence – loss of 10 minutes play

· If a student is found to be bullying again, a Warning of Suspension letter will be sent home to the parents and an interview will be requested with the Principal.

· If the student continues to bully others, the student will be suspended from school in line with the NSW Department of Education guidelines ‘Suspension and Expulsion of School Students Procedures’.  In cases involving physical contact/violence (eg punching), this is an automatic suspension.

Existing programs being delivered to students across K-6:  Stop Think Do and Bounce Back.  For further information on these programs, please see the Principal.
Review
This policy will be reviewed by all staff at the first staff development day Term 1, 2020.

This policy was updated Term 1, 2019.
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